CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA               231

Hailu Kabada and Seyyum were pleased with their
victory. They reported twenty Italian " officers " and many
Eritreans killed. Others came over, or were made prisoners
by the population in Abbi Addi, where twelve machine-
guns were taken and hundreds of the rifles and the ammuni-
tion that Ethiopians fight to the death for. " It was a hard
fight," wired Seyyum to the Emperor, " but God protects
your humble servants. The Lion of Judah has conquered."

Marshal Badoglio published a different version of the
battle, which according to him ended in the complete
success of his troops. " The Abyssinian forces were thrown
into confusion . . . over seven hundred dead and two
thousand wounded . . . seven of our officers killed and six
wounded, a hundred and fifty N.C.O.s and Askaris killed
and a hundred and sixty-seven wounded . . . our troops
are continuing their operations south of Abbi Addi with-
out, as yet, encountering any resistance from the fleeing
enemy. . . ."

It was not often that Badoglio published deliberate false-
hoods in his communiques. He was, on the whole, a truthful
old man, inaccurate only where figures of Ethiopian slain
or the numbers of Ethiopian armies were concerned.

But this communique of his was the sheerest nonsense.
The Ethiopians not only entered Abbi Addi : they held it.
There was neither fleeing nor fighting south of the town.
Italy was in no position to know the Ethiopian casualties,
which were in fact heavy : they were picked up by their
own people, who scoured the battlefield alone. , . .

In other words, the Ethiopians won.

The two series of engagements that go by the name of
Enda Selasi and Abbi Addi are interesting not only as deep
penetrations of the Italian system. They have more lasting
significance in that they show that man for man, and
infantry organisation against infantry organisation, the
Ethiopians were better than their enemies.

In both series, the numbers on either side were not far
from equal. Aviation played a very small role. Artillery
did not have many opportunities, except perhaps to check
the Ethiopian impetus after Amba Work.

The Italians had the modern advantage of the defensive.
They used the heavy machine-gun : the Ethiopians had